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their present advanced state, and even now chiefly cultivated
by the members of our profession, one would naturally sup-
pose that eminent scientific medical gentlemen had a consider-
able share in its government.
The machinery by which it is governed gives ample oppor-

tunity for such arrangement. The trustees are forty-eight
in number; one portion being ex officio members of the
board, and consisting chiefly of the law officers (!) of the
crown, whilst the others are elected by these. And who are
elected ? One looks in vain among this number for Faraday,
Grant, Owen, or Marshall Hall.
To the shame of the country, and to the great disadvantage

of the institution, be it said, the elected are almost as unfit
for the office as the electors-men eminent, no doubt, for
rank and station, but whose engagements of a political and
civil nature must prevent their attending to their duties, even
if fitted for them.

If, Sir, you would use your extensive influence in bringing
this subject before the public, you would be conferring a still
further benefit on the profession.

Your obedient servant,
MEDICUS.

THE ETIQUETTE OF THE PROFESSION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;There will exist but few of your readers whose
attention, ere this, has not been drawn to a letter in your
last number from Mr. Beecroft, of Hyde, the merits of which,
if correct, (and there is little reason to doubt it,) will speak
for themselves. I cannot refrain from expressing the opinion,
that were those members of our profession who had, in like
manner, suffered from the unprofessional conduct of their
brethren to possess a column in your journal, wherein their
grievances would find insertion, the effect of a few examples
would be salutary indeed, and produce more real good than
any new legislative enactment, much as it may be required.
The axe must be applied to the root of the present evils,
which, I contend, do not owe their existence to the laws
regulating the practice of medicine or surgery, though much,
by alteration, may be done, as a help to general improvement.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Taunton, March, 1846. A SURGEON.

THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;As the 1st of May is now coming on, will you permit

me, through your columns, to call the attention of the Council
of the Sydenham Society to your review of their last annual
report.

Surely, Sir, if even in the report of such a Society we may
not look for " high literary" character, we ought to have some-
thing like common sense; if we may not expect good writing,
we may hope for good grammar; if modesty is too much,
method may surely be attempted; if the council cannot ex-
hibit good taste, we may trust they will show good temper.
I hope the council will take in good part the hints you

have given them, and that this year’s report will be both
readable and worth reading.

I remain, your obedient servant,
A SUBSCRIBER TO THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY.

P.S.-As I am a novice in such matters, perhaps you will
kindly inform me whether it is the more usual for officers of
societies to read their reports sitting, or standing ? Also
whether it is usual to write reports on the backs of notes and
such-like scraps of paper ? And whether such societies pro-
vide stationery for their officers ?

CORN CUTTING AT BATH.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Having failed to get inserted in your periodical a
paragraph that I forwarded to you (some fortnight ago) in
consequence of its having been written anonymously, I will
now, with your kind permission, embody the same in a dif-
ferent form, trusting that it will prove efficient for the pur-
pose intended. On a former occasion, then, after having com-
mended you for the able part you had taken in defence of our
profession, by so admirably venting your just indignation
on empirics, I begged to assure you, that honour towards the
medical profession, and hatred towards every species of

quackery, were the only incentives to this production ; also
that there were parties in several towns which had taken
the prefix of doctor! to their names, and purposed to cut corns,
&c., (of this I had a knowledge from the conspicuousness of
their huge zinc plates sported upon their doors, with Dr. -,
Chiropodist, written thereon, and never was the title more pros-
tituted)-that to these unworthy, self-dubbed doctors, the resi-
dent medical men lent themselves, from the fact of their names
and signatures occurring in newspapers, to the effect, that Doctor
so or so has attended me, and he is extremely clever; that
this version of mine was to have been considered an epitome-
but that all the advertisements tended, more or less, to demon-
strate to the gullible public, the unworthy doctorate’s scien-
tific qualities in the art of cutting corns "without loss of a
drop of blood !" Here I must fain ask, what are the motives
of the medical gentry in question? Do they wish to see their
names in print, so as to inform the invalids who arrive where
they (notorious men!) live ?-or do the very unworthy corn.
snappers introduce them to their patients, as one good turn
might deserve another? I have, for my own part, read the
most valuable books on surgery, and I cannot for a moment
conceive what mystery there is in doctoring a corn,-I should
suppose a medical man might ease his own corn,-indeed, the
whole of it is empirical fuddle.

Further, I should like to know at what college or university
in Europe the degree of M.D. is conferred upon candidates
for cutting corns, bunions, and defective nails ?

Let all persons be respectable in the sphere of life in which
they move; this, I think, will apply both to the corn gradrates
and other parties; and I do sincerely hope that before any of
the medical men (resident in any town whatsoever, and being
connected in the manner previously specified) present petitions
in London, praying that their honourable college will en.
deavour to do this, that, or the other, that they individually
take into consideration the honourable example they present
to their College, by lending their names to prostituted titles
and quackery. Taking my leave of them whom the cap fits,
with the quotation,-

" Hie murus aheneus esto
Nil consine tibi nulla paleseere eu1pa,"

I remain. Sir. vours verv resDectfuIlv.
Bath, March, 1846. SAMUEL SAMPSON FAULKS.

CORN CUTTING AT HULL.
A correspondent has thus addressed us:-Allow me to

intrude upon your notice an old copy of the Hull Adver-
tiser, containing the advertisement of a " corn doctor"
who honoured this town with his professional services for
a period of three months, or more, towards the conclusion
of last year, when, during his stay, an advertisement (similar
to the one in the newspaper that I send) appeared every week,
with letters from the first medical men in the town. The
consequence was, that the public were completely deceived,
and the " corn doctor"reaped a golden harvest. I understand,
from good authority, that he was in the habit of receiving
nearly ten guineas a day for extracting corns ! Such things
must give the public a very poor opinion of our profession.-
I authenticate my note, and am, your obedient servant,

Hull, Feb. 1846. AN OLD SUBSCRIBER.

DR. LAYCOCK ON THE REFLEX FUNCTION OF
THE BRAIN, IN REPLY TO " VINDEX."

I ATTEMPTED to maintain a very plain and intelligible pro-
position in the correspondence on the reflex function of the
brain,from which " Vindex!’hasmade the extract that he anim-
adverts on in THE LANCET of April 4. Thepropositionwas this:-
that the cerebral nerves of special sense are " incident excitor"
nerves, and that the portion of the encephalon situate above
the tubercula quadrigemina is subject to the laws of reflex
action. The terms brain" and " cerebral ganglia" were used
by me, in the passage he quotes, to designate this upper portion
of the encephalon, and to distinguish it from that lower por-
tion which forms a part of the " true spinal system." Now I
think I could not say, with any degree of propriety, that the
common lumbricus had an optic, auditory, and olfactory appa
ratus, or was endowed with hemispherical ganglia. In the
sense the term brain was used by me, the earthworm, I again
assert, has no brain.
No useful analogy can be drawn between the supra-oesopha-

geal ganglion of the lowest articulata and the cephalic ganglion
of the highest. In my humble judgment, they are as widely
removed from each other as the highest from the lowest ver-
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tebrata. There is, I think, as great a difference between the
cephalic ganglion. of the social hymenoptera and the supra.
&oelig;sophageal ganglion of the lumbricus as there is between
the encephalon of man and of the lamprey. In one or two

genera of annelida, there is a mode of reproduction by spon-
taneous division, as in the nereis and nais. In these ex-

amples, we have a spinal ganglion metamorphosed into a
"brain." if " Vindex" will have it, that the supra-cesopha-
geal ganglion is a "brain," I do not desire a stronger anato-
mical proof of my views than this; while the facts I stated in
illustration remain uninfluenced, although the proposition be
granted. The headless wasp angrily attempts to sting-the
headless scolopendron threateningly erects its tail - both
minus their " brain." I might add, that the tail of the earth-
worm, when severed from its 

" brain," will attempt to Bee
from irritation.

I am defied (the phrase is " VIndex’s," who seems to be
quite a fanatic in physiology) to bring proof that the decapi-
tated frog or turtle exhibits acts characteristic of the emotion
of fear. On this point, I need only refer " Vindex" to Van
Deen, Volkmann,and other vivisectors,for the most conclusive
experiments. I here subjoin a short account of an experiment
very recently published; for if the entire removal of the
cerebral lobes be not exactly analogous to decapitation, it is
sufficient for my argument :-

"Experiment 1.-‘ In a frog, I removed the cerebral lobes
with great care, and observed the phenomena. * * * *

On being irritated, it moved with great vigour, and gave
every indication of recognising the stimulus. When laid
upon its back, it immediately turned upon its face, and then
croaked distinctly. When seized by the foot, it struggled
much to be relieved, and on being free, leapt to a distance.
On irritating the integuments of its left shoulder, it imme-
diately removed the instrument with its left foot!’*
I I readily declare that I am not a vivisector: I have not the

slightest taste for experiments on living animals. I have,
however, very carefully perused the works of Van Deen,
Stilling, Volkmann, Budge, and other German physiologists,
and compared the details of their numerous researches. In
my judgment, the accounts of the results they obtained from
vivisections, especially of frogs, perfectly harmonize with each
other, with the experiments on the articulata, and with the
laws of ganglionic development. The whole affords the most
ample and irrefragable proof of the truth of my proposition,
"that the cerebral ganglia (or even the encephalic) are not
necessary to the production of emotional movements."
Having given this ample response to " Vindex," I can take

no further notice of communications like his. They are
offences against good manners and sound ethics; they retard
the progress of science, and they waste valuable time.
Writers on subjects of this kind may be reasonably expected
to display so much courage, as to append their names to their
communications; and so much good taste, as to write like
gentlemen.
York, April, 1846.

QUACKERY AT CHELTENHAM.
T’o the .Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;While you are upon the subject of quackery, it is to
be hoped you will give the parsons their due; in this locality
they are as busily employed in propagating empiricism as they
ought to be in inculcating truth. Many times has it fallen to my
lot to hear it said, " This ring was given to me for the cure of
rheumatism, by the Rev. Mr. ," (the clergyman of the parish
or district;) and mesmerism and hydropathy are publicly and
extensively practised by many of the clergy in this neighbour-
hood, one of whom was not ashamed to lend his name in corro-
boration of the veracity of a number of fictitious cases of
water-cure, which were published a short time since; though,
in spite of these efforts, hydropathy has drawn its last gasphere, both establishments being closed and their owners de-
parted. Homoeopathy is now the rage instead, and a canny
Scotsman, with a long and almost unpronounceable Christian
name, stands a chance of picking fees out of a good many
pockets, under the auspices of a Rev. Mrs. -, whether with
the sanction of her husband or not we know not, but quite
sure are the medical practitioners here that there are no more
active advocates of quackery than the clergymen of Chelten-
ham. Inclosing my address, 

I am, Sir, yours obediently,I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Cheltenham, April, 1846. 0.0.0.
* Dr. Paton " On the Perceptive Powers of the Spinal Cord, as manifested

in Cold-blooded Animals." Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal.
April, 1846. (The current number.)

THE QUACKS AND THEIR ABETTORS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Your animadversions on the surreptitious practices of
advertising quacks have already worked their good effects.
Even the corn-cutter of Charing-cross has abandoned the
" Locock puff," and the universal sympathy heretofore enlisted’
in behalf of Lady Dick will soon cease to exist, for- all mention.
of her ladyship’s bunion has been withdrawn from public-
notice. The amicable relation of T. J. Pettigrew, Esq., F.R.S.,
with Mr. Solomons, has been dissolved by mutual consent; and
Mr. P.’s paroxysm of enduring gratitude to his "good friend, Dr.
Blundell," for having mentioned the amber lenses, will here-
after be faintly remembered as a mere matter of history.
Still, in the country newspapers, the system continues rife.
In the last number of the Salopian Journal appear these out-
rageous specimens:-
" CAUTION! All others are fraudulent imitations Mr.Thomas’s

,Succedaneum for filling Decayed Teeth. Messrs. Howard
and Thomas supply the loss of teeth upon their new system of
SELF-ADHESION, which has obtained the approbation and recom-
mendation of the following eminent physicians and surgeons:
- Sir James Clark, Bart., Physician to her Majesty; Dr. Lo-
cock, (!) Physician-Accoucheur to her Majesty; Dr. Fergus-
son, Physician-Accoucheur to her Majesty; Dr. Bright, (! !)
Physician-Extraordinary to her Majesty ; Sir B. C. Brodie,.
Bart., Sergeant-Surgeon to her Majesty; Sir Astley Cooper,
Bart., Sergeant-Surgeon to her Majesty; R. Keate, Esq., Ser-
geant-Surgeon to her Majesty; Dr. Merriman, Physician to
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent; Sir C. M. Clarke, Bart., M.D.;
Sir Matthew Tierney, Bart., M.D.; Dr. Chambers; Dr. Paris;
Dr. Johnson; Dr. Conquest."

. What a delicate compliment must this convey to Mr. Na-
smyth, the Court dentist!
Then follows a more humble attempt, but more mischievous,

perchance, in its tendency, in glorification of green ginger
wine!
(N.B.-What quantity was sent for analysis 1)

" Shrewsbury, November, 1845.

" SIRS,&mdash;Having been favoured with a sample of your Origi-
nal Green Ginger Wine, I have taken some pains to test its,
chemical and MEDICINAL properties; and from the result of my
experiments and observations, I should say that in both these
respects (?) it comes nearer to Foreign wine (!) than any other
with which I am acquainted: and I shall certainly" (mark this,
gentle reader,) " and I shall certainly bear in mind to recom-
mend it to those who may need a cheap and grateful cordial
and stomachic well suited to many cases of indigestion. [! !]

" am, Sir, your obedient servant,
"HENRY JOHNSON, M.D.

" S’enior Physician to the Salop Infirmary."
. 

Only imagine. Sir, dyspeptic invalids, on the faith of this
"Senior Physician to the Salop Infirmary," resorting to green
ginger wine.for the cure of their maladies! A solicitor, for a.
less glaring offence than this, would be struck off the rolls.

Your faithful servant,
London, April, 1846. -------

MEDICAL NEWS.

INTERFERENCE WITH COUNTRY PRACTITIONERS.-
A correspondent at Stonehouse, Devon, complains loudly of
two circumstances which have greatly aggrieved the medical
practitioners of this vicinity. The first is, that acting upon a
recommendation from the Poor-law Commissioners, the guar-
dians of the parish of East Stonehouse have elected a parish
surgeon for life, who was not only nearly a stranger to the
place, but had to procure his own release from the duties of
churchwarden and surgeon, which he was professedly per-
forming in another part of the county. The second grievance
(and that which we consider by far the more heavy) is, in
the words of our correspondent, " the fact of myself and the
other practitioners of this town being most unjustly dealt with
by the surgeon and assistant-surgeon of the Royal Marines, at
this division, they taking upon themselves to subvert the old
order of things as connected with the accouchements of the-
married women of the corps, by insisting that, in future, if any
of them should employ any private practitioner in their
labours, they not only should be deprived of the money de-
rived from a fund of their own providing, and which formerly
was borne by the Divisional Fund, but that they should be
denied any medical advice or medicines in any future illness,
either for their wives or children. In the first place (he adds),


